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A Foundation For Our Community

The roots of the Shasta Regional Community Foundation can be found in the passions of a group 
of residents concerned with the well being of the people of the North State.   In 1999, out of the 
Center for Nonprofit Resources grew the idea of a foundation for the area supported by a broad 
spectrum of individuals, families, corporations and private foundations.  This foundation, our 
founders hoped, would enhance the quality of life for all residents by building permanent endow-
ments, addressing needs through grantmaking and, most importantly, by providing community 
leadership.  Today, with the support of thousands of donors, the Community Foundation has 
granted millions of dollars to area nonprofits, programs and students.

Grants are made through the Commu-
nity Foundation to nonprofit organiza-
tions throughout Shasta and Siskiyou 
counties, with limited grantmaking in 
Modoc, Trinity and Tehama counties.  
We seek to be a resource to the com-
munity through philanthropy, educa-
tion and information. This mission is 
accomplished through the Community 
Foundation’s basic services and spe-
cial programs:  Leadership Redding, 
Leadership Siskiyou and the Center for 
Nonprofit Resources.

The Community Foundation is gov-
erned by a Board of Directors com-
posed of volunteer community leaders 
from Shasta and Siskiyou counties.  

These community leaders bring to the Board their expertise in finance, property management, in-
vestment, the law, public relations and knowledge of community issues.

We are members of the Council on Foundations, a membership organization of over 2,000 
grantmaking foundations worldwide.  We abide by the National Standards for U.S. Community 
Foundations as set forth by the Council.  We are also members of the League of California 
Community Foundations which was established in 1994 to advance community philanthropy 
throughout California. 

Shasta Regional Community Foundation

The Shasta Regional Community Foundation Building,  
Redding, California



Community Foundations – A Tested Tradition

Community foundations have a long tradition of helping to bring about thoughtful, effective 
change.  The first community foundation was started in 1914, and there are now more than 700 
throughout the United States.  While each one differs somewhat, we share a common purpose: as 
501(c)(3) tax-exempt public charities, we enable people to easily and effectively support the issues 
they care about most.

Community foundations do this by helping individuals, families, and businesses establish their 
own charitable funds to which they may contribute a variety of assets.  Grants are then made from 
these funds to nonprofit organizations in order to meet the charitable goals of the donor.  Donors 
and their families may be actively involved in the selection of the recipients of these grants which 
can be made in the donor’s name or anonymously.

Community foundations have in-depth knowledge of their communities.  We remain alert to 
emerging needs in order to respond quickly and effectively.  We convene groups including donors, 
nonprofit leaders, and elected officials to work together on community problem solving.  And, we 
foster greater giving and volunteering in our communities.

Tradition
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Veterans Cemetery Endowment
A Donor Designated Fund

In summer of 2004, North State Veterans received the news that there would be no funds avail-
able to water the lawns of the Northern California Veterans Cemetery.  The Cemetery had taken 
years to become a realization and just months before it was opened, Veterans saw their dream for 
a beautiful, green resting place, fade before their eyes.  No time was wasted.  The Community 
Foundation, North State Veterans, the County of Shasta and other volunteers joined together to 
start the Veterans Cemetery Endowment Fund.  It was determined that the Cemetery would need 
$7500 annually to water the lawns; this meant that an endowment of $200,000 would have to be 
established.   The North State community rallied around the cause.   Children donated pennies.  
College students held a car wash.  Clubs of all kinds organized events and raised funds.  Over 
600 groups and individuals made contributions in memory of their loved ones who served in the 
military.  The goal was attained on November 10, 2005, one day before the Cemetery dedication.  
Now, with an endowment fund of well over $200,000, North State Veterans are ensured that they 
will have a green, dignified resting place forever. 

Images from the dedication of the Northern 
California Veterans Cemetery
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Our Services
 
The Shasta Regional Community Foundation provides services for donor advisors and/or their 
families that enable them to expand on and pursue their charitable goals through:

•	� Opportunities to make effective investments in worthwhile community projects and 
programs;

•	� Professional program staff to advise on grantmaking strategies and issues facing our 
community;

•	 Quarterly fund statements tracking the financial activity of your advised fund;

•	 Acknowledgement and valuation of all gifts to your fund for tax purposes;

•	� Expertise in working with gifts of appreciated stock, real estate and other non-cash gifts;

•	 Stewardship of your legacy after your lifetime;

•	 Grantmaking and evaluation services;

•	 Donor recognition and publicity for your fund’s charitable activities;

•	 Site visits to nonprofit organizations.

Our Commitment to You
 
For those who have entrusted their charitable funds in our care, we promise to:

•	� Support you in identifying and funding charitable projects and programs that match  
your interests;

•	� Understand and help educate you about the emerging needs and opportunities of  
Northern California’s diverse communities;

•	 Provide clear and accurate information about your fund;

•	 Provide competitive investment choices and rates of return;

•	 Respond to your inquiries and correspondence promptly;

•	� Offer opportunities to collaborate with other donors who may share your charitable  
interests; and

•	 Engage and encourage the next generation of philanthropists.

Commitment
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How You Can Establish a Fund

•	 Determine your charitable purpose or intent.
•	 Select the type of charitable fund that best supports your purpose. 
•	� Complete a simple governing document.  Community Foundation staff will help 

you to complete this document that makes your charitable intentions clear.
•	� Select a name for your fund.  You can use your name, that of a family member, the 

name of a favorite cause, or choose a name that allows you to be anonymous
•	� Designate a fund advisor.  Depending on the type of fund you establish, you 

may designate current fund advisors such as yourself and spouse, and successor 
advisors such as your children.  

•	� Provide a monetary gift.  Upon signing the governing document, a monetary gift 
must be given to establish the fund.

•	� Receive a tax deduction.  You will receive a tax deduction at the time the fund is 
established and each time additional contributions are made to the fund.

For Good, For Eversm – The Endowment Model

Because the Community Foundation strives to build assets today to strengthen tomorrow, 
we encourage donors to structure their fund on an endowment model.  Through this model, 
the initial principal of the fund earns interest and dividends over time and is not spent.  This 
ensures that the fund will grow over the years and continue to benefit the community forever.  
We encourage long term growth that translates to a lasting impact on the community.

While not every person may have the means to start an endowment fund, it is important to 
know that anyone can donate to funds held at the Community Foundation.

 

Shasta Taiko, 
supported by grants 

from the Roby 
Fund and the Sellers 

Freeman Fund at 
the Community 

Foundation.   

Photo courtesy of  
Kevin Lahey
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Flexibility
Types of Funds
(If you desire, you may establish any of the below funds 
to honor the memory of a loved one.)

 
Donor Advised Funds
Recommend annual grants for the causes you 
care about most.

Donor Designated Funds
Help provide a permanent source of income to 
meet the needs of a designated nonprofit orga-
nization or organizations. 

Field of Interest Funds
Provide support for a special area of interest.

Organizational Endowments
Establish a long term funding source for a par-
ticular nonprofit organization.

Scholarship Funds
Improve the lives of people with a permanent 
source for vocational and higher education 
funding.

Unrestricted Funds
Meet needs today and for the future of a 
changing community by allowing the Commu-
nity Foundation to designate the particular or-
ganization or cause in need.  These funds will 
exist to meet whatever needs arise throughout 
the community.

Community Arts Endowment 
A Field of Interest Fund

As a child, Susan Emmerson was inspired by the watercolor paintings 
masterfully designed by her great grandfather. In college, Susan remem-
bers walking through the halls peering into art classes and dreaming 
about leaving her chosen career path of nursing to pursue a career in 
visual arts instead.  Now Susan has had the best of both worlds, having 
had her career as an RN and also teaching art as a community volunteer 
in local schools over the past thirteen years.  

In 2003, Susan and her husband George founded the Community Arts 
Endowment Fund to support the future of visual arts in the area.  In a 
letter to the Community Foundation she wrote, “Our hope is to symbol-
ize, memorialize, document and define through the voice of visual and 
public art, a message of and about our community.”  For Susan, public art is not just a decoration, it is a 
statement about what a community values, where it has been and where it is going.  As a Founding Board 
member for the Community Foundation she believed that an endowment fund was an excellent way to 
make such an impact.   While the fund is currently growing, it will soon be used to support public art such 
as murals, sculpture and other graphic art forms displayed in Shasta County.

George and Susan Emmerson, 
photo courtesy of T.A. Schmidt
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Types of Gifts
The Community Foundation offers donors a wide range of giving options. 
Here are some ways you can give:

Cash
Gifts of cash are the most popular way to give 
because of its simplicity.  Make checks payable 
to the Shasta Regional Community Foundation 
(SRCF).  Be sure to note in the memo line what 
the check is for.

Gifts of Stock
Gifts of stock to the Community Foundation 
may qualify for maximum deductibility for in-
come, gift and estate tax purposes.  A gift of 
appreciated stock usually produces a charitable 
deduction for the full market value of the stock 
and avoids the capital gains tax.  Consult your 
tax advisor to discuss the gift you are consid-
ering and to determine the tax advantages for 
your specific situation.

Please call the Community Foundation before 
each stock gift transfer or gift of stock in certifi-
cate form.  A phone call to us will ensure that 
we know the stock gift is from you.  Please let 
us know your broker’s name and phone number 
so we may verify when the stock leaves your ac-
count so that we can calculate the gift value.

In order to receive the tax advantages stock 
must be sold by the Community Foundation af-
ter receiving the gift.  Stock may be held either 
by your broker or in certificate form.  

Mutual Fund Shares
Unlike individual stocks, mutual funds are gen-
erally transferred through a change of owner-
ship on the issuer’s books.  They usually cannot 
be transferred electronically, and the share-
holder does not have a certificate of ownership.  
Gifting mutual fund shares to your fund can 
take time, sometimes as long as four weeks.  We 
urge you not to wait until the last minute to 
try to complete a charitable gift of mutual fund 
shares.  This is particularly important when 
making gifts at the end of the year.

Gifts of Real Property
You may gift real property such as land, homes, 
and business property to the Community Foun-
dation.  We will work with you and your pro-
fessional advisors to determine how your prop-
erty may qualify for a charitable gift.  Your gift 
is complete when the deed is registered in the 
name of the Shasta Regional Community Foun-
dation.  Please contact us to learn more about 
our policies and procedures for making gifts of 
real property.

Planned Gifts
You and your family may enjoy significant tax 
advantages and create a permanent legacy by 
leaving a planned gift such as a:
• Bequest from your will or trust
• Charitable remainder trust
• Charitable lead trust

The Shasta Regional Community Foundation does not provide legal or financial advice.  You are en-
couraged to contact your legal and financial advisors when considering establishing a fund or making 
a planned gift to the Community Foundation.  We will be happy to work with you to help make your 
charitable gift reflect your wishes.



Legacy
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The Lawson Family 
Scholarship Fund
Born in 1915, Joe and Esther Lawson lived full lives that in-
cluded time in the military during World War II.  Joe served 
in the Navy and Esther served as one of the few women Air 
Force Service Pilots of her day.  The couple married and 
moved to Burney, California in 1946 where Joe worked as 
a saw filer and Esther as a secretary for the Scott Lumber 
Company until they retired years later.  

Having no children, Joe and Esther committed themselves to investing in the futures of the young 
people in East Shasta County.  They began awarding scholarships to graduates of Burney High 
School students in 1991, helping numerous students achieve the dream of a higher education.  
Esther passed away in 1996 and upon Joe’s death in 2000, the executors of the Lawson’s estate 
arranged to have the Community Foundation administer the scholarship to ensure that the legacy 
of the Lawson’s continue.  Since 2000, two $2500 scholarships have been awarded to Burney High 
students annually, demonstrating that, though no longer with us, Joe and Esther continue to touch 
the lives of many.  

Burney Falls, California

Joe and Esther Lawson
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Getting Established

Once You Start Your Fund

You may add to your fund at any time in any dollar amount. You may also invite others to 
contribute to your fund.   The Community Foundation provides a wide variety of giving options 
for your convenience.  Please see page 8 for the types of gifts the Community Foundation 
accepts.  

The Shasta Regional Community Foundation assesses reasonable fees for the costs associated 
with administering charitable funds.  Fees are calculated as an annual percentage, assessed 
quarterly and based on the average daily balance for the quarter.  Please see supplemental 
information in this guide or Community Foundation staff for a list of fees.

Promoting Your Fund

We are happy to assist you in promoting your fund to local media for fund visibility.  Your 
fund is featured in our Annual Report which is posted on our website:  www.shastarcf.org and 
distributed throughout the community.  Occasionally, we may choose to highlight your fund in 
Community Foundation presentations and print materials used in the community.

Managing Your Fund
Fund Statement
You will receive a quarterly fund statement 
detailing the balance of your short-termed 
or endowed fund, including contributions, 
grants and investment activity for the fiscal 
year to date.  The Community Foundation’s 
fiscal year runs July 1- June 30.  The invest-
ment activity, detailed on your fund state-
ment, includes interest, dividends, realized 
and unrealized capital gains and losses, and 
the investment and management fees paid by 
the fund.  If you wish to be provided with 
performance summaries, the investment 
committee is happy to provide those to you 
upon your request. Montague Rodeo, supported by a grant from  

The McConnell Foundation Fund
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Accountability

Managing Your Fund
 

Annual Payout Letters for Endowed Funds

The amount available for grantmaking from your endowment fund, or your 
payout, will be calculated each year in late July.  You will receive a letter annually 
in August that lists this “payout” amount for the coming year.  The payout is 
calculated as a percentage of the balance of the fund averaged over previous 
quarters to smooth out market highs and lows affecting your fund’s balance.  This 
ensures that the amount available for grantmaking will be steady despite market 
fluctuations.

You may recommend this payout amount for grantmaking when you receive the 
letter or any time thereafter.  Please note that donations to an endowed fund may 
need to be fully invested for one year before grant distributions can be made.    

Please see the supplemental information in this guide or Community Foundation 
staff for more information on annual payout. 

Investment Policy 

The Shasta Regional Community Foundation’s funds are professionally managed 
and overseen by the Investment Review Committee and the Board of Directors.  
Annual audit reports are available upon request.  

Our overall investment strategy is to provide prudent management of investment 
capital while producing a reasonable income for grantmaking and fund growth.  
To minimize costs, the Community Foundation pools funds for investment 
purposes.  

The investment committee reviews all investments to ensure each is reaching these 
objectives:

•	 Stability of principal
•	 High current income  
•	 Current income with potential growth of income and capital
•	 Maximum total return from capital appreciation and income
•	 Maximum capital appreciation
•	 Access to foreign investment opportunities.
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“When we invest in our local communities, everyone 
wins!  The Siskiyou Family YMCA did just that.  
Three years ago we moved our fledging endowment 
fund to the newly formed Shasta Regional 
Community Foundation.  Not only did they become 
our “new best friend”, but, we supported the work 
previously done by Leah McConnell, the originator of 
our Endowment Fund and the McConnell Foundation, 
our constant supporter.

We feel confident with the management of our fund 
and are pleased with the steady growth the fund has 
experienced.  We are grateful for the regional exposure 
to our mission for children and families in Siskiyou 
County.  And, we are pleased to be partners with 
Shasta Regional Community Foundation. Success 
will grow as donors continue to see the good works 
possible through this partnership.”  

Janet Zalewski

Executive Director for Siskiyou 
Family YMCA, an Organizational 
Endowment of the Shasta Regional 
Community Foundation

Images from the 
Siskiyou Family YMCA
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Grantmaking

Your Role as Donor Advisor 

As an active partner in the work of the Community Foundation, you play a critical role in 
enriching the lives of Shasta and Siskiyou residents through charitable giving.  To make the  
most of your fund, we invite you to:

•	� Annually evaluate your own charitable goals and communicate them to us so we 
may assist you in achieving them;

	
•	� Find out how the Community Foundation can help you in addressing your 

community’s needs and objectives;

•	� Talk with Community Foundation staff when your charitable interests change 
(we may need to update your fund agreement);

•	� Review the quarterly fund statements the Community Foundation sends to you.  
Don’t hesitate to ask questions regarding your fund balance, grants made, or 
ways to increase the balance in your fund.

Generosity

How to Recommend a Grant: 
Once you have established a donor advised fund, you may send us your grant recommendations 
in writing, via fax or email. You may want to use our Grant Recommendation Form for this 
purpose. It allows you to tell us the name, address, telephone number and contact person at the 
organization you wish to support, the amount of your proposed gift, and its purpose - general 
support or a specific program. 

You may recommend grants that provide support to nonprofit organizations, a particular 
project, a scholarship, equipment, or other purposes. Grants may be made in honor or memory 
of someone you wish to acknowledge. 

While many donors are already well informed about the causes and organizations they wish 
to support, others may seek the expertise of our staff in identifying priority needs and worthy 
organizations in our communities. We can help you target a specific field of interest, cause or 
organization to help make the most of your philanthropic endeavors.  
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How and When Grants are Made

When the Community Foundation receives a 
grant recommendation, staff researches each 
potential recipient organization in order to in-
sure that each organization has a legal charita-
ble status.  This is called due diligence.  If you 
have recommended a grant for an organization 
that does not have a qualified legal charitable 
status, we will inform you and help you select a 
new recipient. 

Once due diligence has been performed, grant 
recommendations are presented to the Shasta 
Regional Community Foundation Board of Di-
rectors for review and action.  The Board meets 
once per month, thus it may take up to one 
month for a recommendation to be acted upon.  

Upon approval of the grant, a check and grant 
award letter are mailed to the recipient orga-
nization. The grant award letter includes the 
name of the advised fund (unless you request 
anonymity) and how the grant money is to be 
used. At this time, you will receive confirmation 
that the grant is being made.

Following receipt of the grant, the nonprofit 
organization is required to report back to the 
Community Foundation concerning the use of 
the funds.  Community Foundation staff will 
follow up with the organization if they do not 
return the grant report by the required date.  We 
will insure that the grant funds were used in the 
way they were intended by the donor.  

Year End Giving

Many donors like to make additions to their 
fund before the end of the year.  Gifts post-

marked by December 31 will be recorded and 
acknowledged as gifts for that year.  Because 
postmarked gifts of securities and other non-
cash gifts may require special handling we en-
courage you to initiate those types of gifts well 
before year end.  

Are Grants Ever Denied?

If a donor recommends a grant to an organi-
zation that does not operate for a nonprofit 
purpose or the grant does not match the fund’s 
purpose as outlined in the fund agreement, the 
Board would likely deny the request.  On rare 
occasions a grant may be questioned when the 
Community Foundation assesses that the grant-
ee organization may be unable to carry out the 
stated purpose of the grant. 

In accordance with Treasury Department regu-
lations, grants awarded from the Community 
Foundation funds may not be made for the fol-
lowing purposes:

• �To fulfill personal pledges;

• �To pay for memberships, dues or anything 
that provides a direct benefit to a donor 
such as entertainment or tickets to events;

• �To private foundations, political campaigns 
or for lobbying purposes that exceed a cer-
tain percentage of the organization’s activi-
ties;

• �To cover the personal needs of an individ-
ual;

• �To purchase raffle tickets and other similar 
games of chance; or

• �To cover the stated value of items purchased 
at charity auctions.  The amount over the 
stated value may be deductible.
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The Mount Shasta Community Legacy Fund
A Donor Advised Fund

When the Mt. Shasta Chamber of Commerce was looking for a way to benefit the Mt. Shasta 
Community in a greater way they, along with their Community Partners, sought out the 
Community Foundation for assistance.   They knew of the good reputation the Community 
Foundation had in their area and recognized the efforts of the Community Foundation to benefit 
their community.  Previously, the Chamber had established the “Celebrate Community Partners” 
program that joined with the Community Partners, a group of Mt. Shasta businesses, to provide 
financial support for annual events in the city.   While this support was beneficial, they desired a 
greater impact.

In 2005, the “Celebrate Community Partners” program joined with the Community Foundation 
to establish a grant program that would allow them to expand their mission of benefiting the 
community.  Mt. Shasta Community Legacy Fund, as the program is called, awards grants 
through an application process twice annually to non-profit organizations in the Mt. Shasta 
community.  By helping other organizations succeed through these grants, the Chamber and its 
Community Partners promote prosperity in the city and, more importantly, are establishing a 
lasting legacy of community spirit for generations to come.  

Impact


